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Is this a 
relationship 
between two 

classes?

Can one 
instance of 
the class 
belong to 
another?

Is this a one-
to-one 

relationship?

Class A has_one 
class B

Add a foreign key 
for class A's id

to class B's
model table

Is this a 
many-to-one 
relationship?

Class A belongs_to 
class B and class B 
has_many class A

Add a foreign key 
for class B to class 

A's model table

Does the 
relationship 

need 
metadata?

Create a join table

Create a join 
model with 

columns for the 
metadata

Add foreign keys 
for both classes to 

the join table

Add has_and_
belongs_to_many 

to both
class A and B

This is a many-to-
many relationship.

Install the Better 
Nested Set plugin

Add acts_as_nested 
set to the class

Add parent_id, lft, 
and rgt integer 
columns to the
model's table

Install the Acts As 
List plugin

Does the
order of the
A instances 

matter?

Add :order 
=> :position 

to B's has_many 
declaration

Add acts_as_list to 
class A with 

the :scope set to 
class B

Add an integer 
column named 

position to class A's 
model table
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